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between seemingly disparate projects advancing the good of the planet, economic security of 
families, fairness of government and peace itself.  

It was a simple idea, but none of the Nobel men had ever launched a joint project like this. 
Williams loved the idea. It made perfect sense, she told me a few years after that tea. "It's the 
women who suffer the most during war, and have the least say about peace, and who struggle to 
keep things together during war. They don't get recognized. The men who make the war get 
recognized."  

The next day, Ebadi and Williams broached the idea with Maathai, the country's first professor 
of veterinary medicine, who had led a massive effort of poor Kenyan women to reforest the 
countryside known as the Green Belt Movement. Innocuous as tree-planting may sound, 
Maathai's efforts have had far reaching effects on government, the economy and the status of 
women. The brilliant and colorful Maathai immediately signed on to the plan that Ebadi and 
Williams proposed.  

Soon, the three enlisted the help of three more women who had received the Nobel Peace Prize: 
Guatemala's Rigoberta Menchu Tum, who worked to improve the rights of indigenous people 
like herself in Guatemala, and Ireland's Betty Williams and Mairead Corrigan Maguire, who 
shared the 1976 prize for their crusade against sectarian violence in Northern Ireland. (The 
seventh living woman laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi, remains under house arrest in 
Burma/Myanmar.)  

These six Nobel Peace Prize Winners, from very different backgrounds, with very different 
personal causes came together to form "The Nobel Women's Initiative" to work together for a 
cause they all considered the most important one of all. "It's about promoting peace with justice 
and equality," Williams told me. "Peace is not just the absence of armed conflict. That's only the 
baseline." This international group discovered that their wide diversity of experience led them to 
a whole new definition of "peace"-- a definition that connected the dots between economic 
empowerment for women, financial security for families, the rise of women in parliamentary 
bodies, the integrity of the environment and natural resources, and the basic human rights of men 
and women around the world.  

The Nobel Women's Initiative started as a simple tea party but has become so much more. (You 
can join them on Facebook.) The group's mission is to promote, spotlight, and grow the work of 
women's rights advocates and organizations worldwide that address the root causes of violence. 
"We are in search of democracy that transforms not just our lives, but all society--and we will 
not be silenced until it is achieved in every part of the world." Now this is the kind of tea party 
movement that we can all get behind.  

This blog has been adapted from INFLUENCE: How Women's Soaring Economic Power will 
Transform Our World for the Better by Maddy Dychtwald and Christine Larson. 

Original URL:  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/maddy-dychtwald/womens-rights-women-
peace_b_590436.html  


